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PRIVATE 

Easter: So What’s the Point?
1) The Point of LIFE
· It gives MEANING for our existence: A loving Creator
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."  Revelation 4:11

· It gives PURPOSE for our living: Loving God back
“One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"  "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."  "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him.  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."  When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.”  Mark12:28-34

· It gives POWER in “being” YOU
“If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.   For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin --  because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”   Romans 6:5-7

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”   Galatians 2:20
· It gives HOPE in the face of death
“Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”  1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 

2) The Promise of God – HIS “Fatherly” LOVE

· HE loves us

· He PROVES that love 
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16

3) The Power of God – HIS BICEPS 

· To raise Jesus

· To raise US

4) The POINT of it ALL

· If Christ was not raised – it is all a lie…
“If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  1 Cor. 15:13-22

· Have you tapped into HIS power?
"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  1 Cor. 15:55-58
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